NYANDARUA COUNTY POTATO FAIR: 3’ MARCH 2017

The NPCK in partnership with the Nyandarua County government held the Nyandarua
Potato Fair on 3rd March 2017 at ATC Ol Jororok under the theme "Enhancing
technologies in Potato value chains for food security and agribusiness"”. The event was
graced by H.E honorable Waithaka Mwangi the Governor of Nyandarua County and Dr.
Andrew Tuimur, the P.S., State Department of Livestock, Ministry of Agriculture
Livestock and Fisheries

The objectives of the fair were:
o To create awareness on available technologies and innovations.
o To demonstrate on the available Potato technologies.
o To provide a networking platform for service providers and other stakeholders.

« Enlighten on potato policy, regulations, and standards. Read more

REVIEW OF GUIDELINES FOR AUTHORIZATION IPRIVATE
ACCREDITATION OF SEED CERTIFICATION ACTIVITIES IN KENYA

KEPHIS has been reviewing the guidelines for authorization of seed certification activities
where NPCK and other seed stakeholders participated. The objective of reviewing the
guidelines for private accreditation is to complement KEPHIS efforts in enhancing
efficiency in seed certification process and to create enabling environment for
effective participation of both public and private sectors in the production, inspection



http://www.npck.org/?nltr=MTE7MTtodHRwOi8vd3d3Lm5wY2sub3JnL05ld3NsZXR0ZXJzL055YW5kYXJ1YSUyMFRyYWRlJTIwZmFpci5wZGY7OzYxMzY2MGZiMTM2YjJmMjgyMWI3YmNjZTZiOWI1NzY2

and testing of quality planting material and promote sustainable access of affordable seed.
It is expected that the potato industry will benefit from the authorization as we endeavor to
improve production and access to certified seed potato.

POTATO STORAGE FACILITY IN AINABKOI FARMERS' COOPERATIVE

One of the challenges faced by farmers in the potato subsector has been lack of
organized and structured markets leading to potato quality deterioration, losses and high
transport and transaction costs among others. Most potato farmers have no storage
facilities thus experience low prices due to post-harvest glut.

Potatoes are mainly sold via informal channels such as open-air markets and stalls with
little observance of marketing standards and hygiene. Middlemen equally dominate this
subsector.
Read more

POTATO PRODUCTION AND CERTIFICATION GUIDELINES

It is estimated that 98% of seed potato used is from informal sources. There is therefore
need for concerted effort towards raising the level of knowledge on production and use of
certified seed potato amongst Kenyan potato growers.

The Kenya Netherlands Seed Potato Development Project in collaboration with KEPHIS
and other stakeholders have developed the Potato Production and Certification guidelines.
The guideline is supposed to enrich the already existing information on seed potato
production. It is envisaged that the document will empower the growers on better ways of
improving seed potato productivity and use...Read more

NATIONAL POTATO CONFERENCE ON 25™ MAY 2017
The National Potato Council of Kenya is organizing for the National Potato Conference to

be held May this year under the tentative theme "Enhancing technologies in potato value
chains for food security and agribusiness”



http://www.npck.org/?nltr=MTE7MTtodHRwOi8vd3d3Lm5wY2sub3JnL05ld3NsZXR0ZXJzL1BvdGF0byUyMHN0b3JhZ2UlMjBmYWNpbGl0eSUyMGluJTIwQWluYWJrb2kucGRmOzsyMDhiNzQzYmRkZTRkY2I1YmU3ZTNkMDZkZThlMjMzZg%3D%3D
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The conference is expected to cover the top issues facing the potato industry, the progress
made in the sector and provide networking opportunities for public private partnership.
The trade fair will provide stakeholders with opportunities to display their products and
services for potato production, distribution, and marketing.

The industry players invited include farmers, traders, processors, regulators, and other
subsector players who will interact and make contacts for further engagements. Read more

PROFILLING OF POTATO FARMERS IN BUNGOMA COUNTY

NPCK in partnership with GIZ through Promotion of Nutrition-Sensitive Potato Value
Chains in East Africa Project iscurrently profiling potato farmers in Bungoma
County. Upon completion of the project, farmers will have increased access to high
quality seed potato, access market information and will be able to supply potato to market
outlets directly.

To facilitate the above, farmer's details including names, farmer group, phone number,
acreage under potato, seed type, variety grown, target market and GPS coordinates are
being captured in the system.

TRAINING ON SEED POTATO PRODUCTION AND SUPPLY 3RD TO 9TH
JUNE 2017

The course is intended for public and privateagricultural professionals working in potato
seed potato development, production and supply as well as in related fields. Read more
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